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CONSCRIPTION AND DRAFT IN INDIANA DURING 
THE CIVIL WAR 

By Charles E. Canup, DePauw University, Greencastle, Indiana. 

To fill the depleted ranks of the northern armies, in the face 
of discouraging defeats and shaken confidence in their leaders, 
seemed to be not only a problem, but a herculean task as well, with 
which the administration was confronted during the period of the 
Civil war. It is the purpose in this short article to deal with this 
problem, which briefly stated was the draft situation. However, 
we will concern ourselves very little about conditions in the entire 
North, but will devote the time and space to a consideration of the 
draft in Indiana and the influence it had upon the other loyal States. 
But a brief survey of the various Conscription Acts of the National 
Government is necessary for a clear and full understanding of the 
condition of affairs in our native State. 

Roughly speaking the work of conscription and draft may be 
divided into two parts. The first period began with the Conscript- 
ion Act of July 17, 1862 and extended from that time until the pas- 
sage of the Conscription Act of March 3, 1863. This may be desig- 
nated as the period of the ' ' State Draft ' ' regulated by the National 
Government. The second period began with the passage of this 
latter act and covered the remainder of the time occupied by active 
operations in the field. This may be called the period of the "Na- 
tional Draft." 

The Act of July 17, 1862 authorized the President to specify the 
period for which the service of drafted men was to be required. 
This service was not to exceed nine months. Moreover it provided 
that if there were any defects in the existing laws or in the execu- 
tion of them which hampered the work of enrolling and otherwise 
putting this act into execution, the president was authorized to 
make all necessary rules and regulations regarding such. The en- 
rolment of the militia was, in all cases, to include all able-bodied 
male citizens of the Union between the ages of eighteen and forty- 
five and was to be apportioned among the states according to their 
representative population. l 

1 Official War Records; Series III, Vol. II, p. 280. 
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It may be observed that the above act specified that only "able- 
bodied male citizens" were to be included in the enrolment. Nat- 
urally we may infer that there were a number of legitimate excuses 
by which a man might be exempted. Such was the case. The rules 
and regulations for the exemption of those physically unfit were as 
follows : — 

1. "Loss or imperfect vision of the right eye. 2. Loss 

of all the front teeth and enough of the molars to render mastication 
imperfect. 3. Large or frequent attacks of hemorrhoids; or 
chronic diarrhea. 4. Deformities which impair free motion of 
the limbs. 5. Loss of more than one finger of the right or more 
than two fingers of the left hand. 6. Large varicose veins above 
the knee. 7. Large or irreducible hernia. 8. All organic 
or functional diseases causing marked debility — heart disease, or 
organic diseases of the lungs." 2 

Besides the above legally adopted excuses there were of course 
others which, although not provided for by law, grew out of the 
arising complications and the necessities of the hour. These were 
provided for by the direct orders of Secretary of War, Stanton. 
The Governor, the judges of the various courts, such men as 
were absolutely necessary to carry on the governmental af- 
fairs within the State, drafting officers, telegraph operators, skilled 
workmen in gun factories, engineers and firemen on the railroads, 
and ministers of the Gospel in active charge of parishes were all 
exempt from military duty. 3 This of coure does not mean that 
none of the above exempted persons ever went to the front. No 
statistics are available on this point but it is very probable that 
quite a number from sheer force of patriotism responded to the call 
of their native State. 

The first step requisite to drafting was the enrolment of all of 
the men in the State between the specified ages. This was pro- 
vided for by the July Act and a plan of procedure was prepared by 
the secretary of war. Upon the approval of the war department 
this plan was modified by Governor Morton to meet the existing 
conditions within the State and. the enrolment was subsequently 
made under the adopted plan which was as follows. 

In the first place it provided for the appointment of a com- 
missioner in each county, who was in turn required to appoint a 

2 Western Christian Advocate, Sept. 8, 1862 ; p. 281 . 

3 Official War Records; Series III, Vol. II, p. 512. 
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deputy in each township. The deputies were to take up the work 
of enrolment while the commissioners were to supervise. Secondly, 
two lists of names were to be made in each township ; one for such 
persons as were actually engaged in the United State's service and 
the other for all resident male citizens between the prescribed ages. 
Third when completed these lists were to be returned on a fixed day 
to the commissioner of the county who then appointed a time when 
he and his deputies were to sit as a board and hear and determine all 
excuses. Notice of this day was then to be given and all persons 
desiring to be exempted were asked to present their names and 
excuses before the board convened. "When all the exemptions had 
been marked off the lists were ready for the draft. Upon the 

completion of these lists, the commissioners of the several counties 
were required to send copies of them to the general commissioner at 
Indianapolis. These copies enabled him to determine the quota of 
men required from each township preparatory to ordering the 
draft. 4 

Soon after the passage of the July Act the work of enrolment 
began. It passed off for the most part satisfactorily and without 
any great trouble. There were, however, some difficulties encoun- 
tered which gave rise to unavoidable imperfections, but these de- 
fects could not at the time be easily remedied and it gave reason- 
able satisfaction. After the enrolment had been completed it was 
found that the total militia force of the State was two hundred and 
nine thousand two hundred sixteen. 5 This did not, however, in- 
clude ninety-three thousand forty-one volunteers already in the 
service. Of the two hundred nine thousand two hundred sixteen 
enrolled, thirty-six thousand thirty-eight were exempted from mili- 
tary duty by the various causes mentioned above. This left in all 
a total of one hundred seventy-three thousand one hundred sev- 
enty-eight men subject to the draft and upon which the quotas of 
the State were based during this period. 6 

The manner and method of drafting is of unusual interest and it 
is perhaps advisable that something of this should be given here in 
order that the reader may get an idea of the magnitude of the un- 
dertaking which at this time was being conducted in almost every 

4 Report of the Adjutant General of Indiana— W. H. H. Terrell, Vol. I, pp. 41-42. This 
will hereafter be referred to as Terrell's Reports. 

* TerrelVs Reports ; Vol. I, Document 28, p. 188. 
6 TerreU'i Reports; Vol. I, Document 28, p. 188. 
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State of the Union. Nevertheless it must not he inferred from the 
previous statement that all of the loyal States were subject to the 
draft of 1862, since only these States in arrears on their quotas ex- 
ercised the use of the draft. Those which had filled them or had 
a surplus were exempt. 

The commissioner for the county supervised the work of draft- 
ing in each of the several townships under his jurisdiction. The 
names of all persons Avho were liable to the draft in each township, 
respectively, were written on separate ballots. These ballots were 
carefully folded and placed in a wheel or box, from which a blind- 
folded person drew a number of ballots equal to the quota due from 
the township where the draft was being held. A notice was then 
served by the marshall upon the men whose names had been drawn, 
requiring them to report at the county seat within the next five 
days. From here transportation was furnished them to the general 
rendezvous, Camp Sullivan, at Indianapolis. Upon their arrival 
at the rendezvous any of them who wished to furnish a substitute 
were permitted to do so. The authorities were finally prevailed 
upon to extend the time for presenting substitutes to October 31. 
These substitutes were in all respects placed on the same footing 
with the drafted men. 7 

Probably by this time the reader is wondering whether it was 
absolutely necessary to draft soldiers in Indiana as early as 1862. 
We now know that it was not necessary, but owing to the inaccurate 
accounts of the troops furnished up to that time, it was then thought 
that the State was behind on her quotas. Since, however, it has 
been clearly demonstrated that the State had more than filled all of 
her quotas. Let us see then why Indiana was subject to this draft. 

Under the call of July 18, 1862 for three hundred thousand 
men the quota for Indiana was twenty-one thousand two hundred 
fifty, and again under the call of August 4 for three hundred thous- 
and militia, Indiana's quota was twenty-one thousand two hundred 
fifty, making in all a total of forty-two thousand five hundred men 
due from the State under these two calls. By Sept. 20 both of 
these quotas had been filled by volunteers except for six thousand 
sixty. At this time volunteering seemed to lag somewhat, but by 
Oct., 6, the day set for drafting, this number had been further re- 
duced to three thousand three. On the other hand subsequent ad- 

1 Terrell's Reports ; Vol. I, p. 43, 
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justments showed that the total number of troops actually due 
from Indiana prior to August 4 was sixty-four thousand seven 
hundred sixty-five, and that the number of troops furnished up to 
that time amounted to ninety-four thousand twenty -three. Thus it 
may be seen that the State had more than filled her quota at that 
time, having to her credit a surplus of twenty-nine thousand two 
hundred fifty-eight. As previously stated the quota under the call 
of August 4 was twenty-one thousand two hundred fifty. Hence 
deducting the quota of twenty-one thousand two hundred iifty 
from the surplus twenty-nine thousand two hundred fifty-eight, we 
have a remainder of eight thousand eight, the amount which In- 
diana was really ahead on her quota. Yet at that time, the en- 
rollment of the militia and an examination of the best available data 
of troops previously furnished showed that out of the nine hun- 
dred sixty-nine townships in the State, three hundred thirty-four 
were actually in arrears on their quotas, while six hundred thirty- 
five were in excess of theirs or at least had filled them. And al- 
though the State was not indebted to the government for so much 
as a single man, yet three hundred and thirty-four of the town- 
ships were, and in order to equalize the burden it was thought that it 
•was altogether fitting and proper that a draft should be held. 8 

Accordingly on October 6, 1862, the draft was held. Three thous- 
and three men were actually drafted. Two thousand one hun- 
dred eighty-three reported at the general rendezvous, Camp Sulli- 
van, at Indianapolis. 9 Upon their arrival, one thousand four 
hundred forty-one of this number enlisted voluntarily into old 
three year regiments or companies for twelve months service. Seven 
hundred forty-two were assigned as drafted men as follows: one 
company to the Fifty-seventh regiment of infantry; one company 
to the Eighty-third regiment of infantry; two companies to the 
First regiment of cavalry and about thirty men to the Ninety-ninth 
regiment of infantry. 10 Three hundred ninety-six men were dis- 
charged for general disability and for the various causes enumerated 
above, while four hundred twenty-four failed to report at the ren- 
dezvous and were classed as deserters. 11 

The second period, or the period of the National Draft, begins 

* Terrell's Reports; Vol. I, p. 40-41. 

* Terrell's Reports; Vol. I, Document 28, p. 100. 
10 Terrells Report ; Vol. I, p. 44. 

1 > Terrell's Reports; Vol. I, Document 28, p. 190. 
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with the passage of the Conscription Act of March 3, 1863. In this 
some changes were made causing it to differ somewhat from the 
Act of July 17, 1862, the most notable of which was that it was made 
more thorough and more far reaching than the previous act had 
been. It also differed from the first in that it was nation-wide 
while the other was conducted by the different States. In order 
to show to a better advantage how it differed from the old, the 
main provisions of the new law will be given here. 

The latter conscription act was made to include all able-bodied 
men of the Union as well as persons of foreign birth who had signi- 
fied their intentions of becoming citizens of the United States. It 
also included all persons discharged from the service who had not 
served at least two years during the existing war. 12 By the same 
provision of this law all men between the ages of twenty-one and 
forty-five were included except such as were later exempted. This 
act also divided the reserve forces into two classes. The first class 
included all of the enrolled men between the ages of twenty-one and 
thirty-five, and thirty-five and forty-five. The second class included 
all others liable to military duty. 13 This shows a very slight change 
from the first law. But besides this the former act made no provision 
for exemptions except as to the physical disability, while under the 
new law those who might be exempted were designated in section two 
and were as follows: 

Any persons physically or mentally unfit for service were to be 
exempted on a statement given by an examining surgeon- These 
exemptions were for much the same defects as in 1862 with the 
exception that the list of exempting complaints was cut to about one- 
half. It was now thought that with honest surgeons an exemption 
for physical disability would be about twice as difficult to obtain. 14 
Moreover those exempted under the draft of 1862 were again liable 
to a re-examination, so that many persons were drafted under the 
new law who would otherwise have escaped under the old. The 
list of exemptions under section two also provided for the exempt- 
ion of the Vice-president of the United States, the judges of the 
various courts of the United States, the heads of the executive de- 
partments of the government, and the governors of the several 
States. Another part of this section called for the exemption of 

12 Western Christian Advocate, July 18, 1864. 

13 M'Pherson, History of the Rebellion, pp. 115-116. 
,4 Greeneastle Banner, Dec. 3, 1863. 
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the only son, liable to military duty, of a widow dependent 
upon his labor for support. The third provision stated 
that the only son of an aged or infirm parent or parents, dependent 
upon his labor for support, was also to be exempted. Again where 
there were two or more sons in such a ease as mentioned above, the 
father, or if he was dead, the mother might elect which son should 
be exempted. The fifth clause provided that the brother of chil- 
dren who were not twelve years of age, having neither father nor 
mother living, was to be exempted. In the sixth place the father 
of motherless children under twelve years of age and dependent 
upon his labor for support need not go to the war. The seventh 
and last clause of this section is a follows; "where there are a 
father and sons in the same family and household and two of them 
are in the military service of the United States as non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, or privates, the residue of such families and 
household not exceeding two shall be exempt." 15 

The exemption of the skilled workmen in gun factories, firemen 
and engineers, telegraph operators and such like, was contiued 
much the same as in 1862. 

Another class of exemptions may also be included in the list, 
namely the drafted men who sent substitutes in their places. Dur- 
ing the first year after the passage of this act a drafted man was 
allowed to furnish an acceptable substitute or pay three hundred 
dollars instead of going to the front. This discharged him from 
further liability under that draft. The three hundred dollars was 
known as "commutation" money and was used for the maintenance 
of the armies as well as for "bounty" money to aid in volunteering 
But in a very short time this commutation clause had raised a 
storm of protest from a great many people of nearly all loyal 
States. They argued that a rich man who might happen to be 
drafted would be able to discharge his obligation to the government 
by the payment of three hundred dollars while a poor man who 
was drafted would have to go to war because he did not have 
the three hundred dollars with which to exempt himself. This was 
virtually class legislation, and put a premium on a man's wealth. 
However, after much controversj r between the governors of the dif- 
ferent States and the executive, and storms of disapproval from 
the loyal people this clause was finally repealed, except for con- 

11 Ureencastle Banner, March 5, 1863. 
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scientious exempts, on July 4, 1864. Previous to this time no draft 
under this Conscription Act had been held in Indiana and conse- 
quently Indiana had not been as much concerned with this clause as 
a few of the other States. Yet Governor Morton was one of the 
men who strongly and justly opposed it. 16 

But before this time on February 24, 1864, Congress had passed 
an amendment to the Act of March 3, 1863, which provided for the 
equalization of the draft by calculating the quota for each district 
or precinct and then counting the number of men previously fur- 
nished by that locality. Under this amendment any person enrolled 
on the lists might furnish an acceptable substitute, who was not 
liable to the draft, and was not at the time in the military or naval 
service of the United States. Such a person so furnishing a sub- 
stitute was exempted from the draft during the allotted time for 
which his substitute was not held accountable to the draft. This 
time was not to exceed the period for which the substitute had 
been accepted. In case the substitute was found to be liable to 
the draft, the name of the person furnishing him was again placed 
on the roll and he was subject to the draft in future calls, but not 
until the present enrollment had been exhausted. 17 

Another clause of this amendment provided that members of 
religious denominations who had made oath or affirmation that they 
were conscientiously opposed to the bearing of arms, and who were 
prohibited from doing so by the practices and articles of faith 
of their religious denomination, wdien drafted, were to be considered 
as non-combatants, and assigned to duty in hospitals, or to the 
care of freedmen, or were to pay three hundred dollars for the 
benefit of the sick and wounded soldiers. Yet it was necessary that 
they give proof that their deportment had been consistent with 
their faith. 18 

The new system of enrollment differed somewhat from the old. 
Section five of the new enrolment law provided that the secretary 
of war was to dismiss from the service all minors under the age of 
eighteen. From this time any officer of the United States who 
enlisted or mustered into service any person under the age of six- 
teen with or without consent of his parents or guardians was to be 
dismissed from the service, with the forfeiture of all pay and allow- 

16 Terrell's Reports ; Vol. I, pp. 50-53. 

17 M'Pherson, History of the Rebellion, p. 116. 

18 M'Pherson, History of the Rebellion, p. 116. 
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anees and was subject to such further punishment as the court 
martial might decide. Moreover such persons so enlisted were to be 
unconditionally released upon the repayment of the "bounty" 
received. 

Furthermore this law authorized the provost-marshalls, under 
the direction of the provost-marshall-general to make a draft in each 
district for one hundred per cent above the number required to fill 
the quota of such district. That is, if the quota for one township 
happened to be fifty then the supervising commissioner was author- 
ized and expected to draft for one hundred. 

Whereas before, transportation expenses had been paid drafted 
men only from their county seat to the general rendezvous, it was 
now provided that the traveling expenses of the drafted men should 
be allowed from their home to the general rendezvous. 19 Besides 
this a new bureau was established under the charge of provost- 
marshall-general. Provost-marshalls were appointed in each con- 
gressional district of the State to assist him. An acting assistant 
provost-marshall-general was also appointed to supervise the work 
in each State. 

To facilitate the enrollment, a "Board of Enrollment" was 
established in each district. This board consisted of the district 
provost-marshall as the presiding officer, a commissioner, and a 
surgeon who had been appointed by the President of the United 
States. After the board had been established it received directions 
to divide the districts into sub-districts and appoint every two years 
an enrolling officer for each. 

These Boards of Enrollment had been fully organized by May 
1863 and the districts as once sub-divided for the purpose of enroll- 
ment. Towns, townships and wards were generally adopted as the 
most convenient sub-divisions. An enrolling officer was then ap- 
pointed and sworn in to perform his duty. Great care was taken 
to appoint competent and honest men- Here some difficulty was 
experienced on account of the great number of disloyal men in the 
State, but the list was soon complete and the work of enrollment 
began in earnest about May 25, 1863. 20 

The work of enrollment was finished in ample time to begin 
the draft which was not held until about a year later. These 
enrollment lists were continually being revised by the enrolling 

19 Western Christian Advocate, July 13, 1864. 
'"> Terrell's Reports ; Vol. I, p. 46. 
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officers in each sub-district. This was done because they were the 
basis for determining the proportion of troops to be supplied by 
each sub-district and it was desired that the greatest accuracy 
should be maintained in order that no injustice should be practiced 
on any locality. At first, these enrollment lists were more or less 
defective but by the continual corrections made in accordance with 
the directions from the provost-marshal-general, they soon became 
as nearly perfect as was possible imder the system. 

The revised lists for December 19, 1864, showed a reserve 
strength for the State of one hundred fifty-eight thousand three 
hundred forty-eight men. 21 This of course is much less than under 
the enrollments of 1862 due to the great numbers who had volun- 
teered and gone to the front during that period. 

After the draft of 1862 it was not again necessary to draft 
from this State until after the call of July 18, 1864, for five hundred 
thousand men. All of the calls during that time had been filled with 
volunteers. Under the latter call Indiana's quota was thirty -five 
thousand seven hundred thirty-two, being somewhat larger than 
usual. 22 Volunteers were slow in coming in and it seemed that the 
available men were all holding back, either from lack of interest, 
or weariness of the war which had now dragged into years. Hence 
it was found necessary to again make use of the draft. Accordingly 
this was done during the months of September and October and 
passed off tolerably quiet. A total of thirty-three thousand nine 
hundred sixty-eight men were drawn in this draft, all of whom 
were exempted for various reasons, but twelve thousand four hun- 
dred seventy-four. Of these four thousand four hundred sixty-six 
sent substitutes, ninety-seven deserted before joining the ranks and 
seven thousand two hundred eighty-eight responded to the sum- 
mons of their State as drafted men and were sent to the front. Be- 
sides this six hundred twenty-three who were conscientiously op- 
posed to war paid commutation and were released from duty. 23 

Again on the nineteenth of December 1864 another call was 
made for three hundred thousand men. This time the quota for 
the State was twenty-two thousand five hundred eighty-two. It 
was principally filled by volunteers, yet a few were lacking and it 
was found necessary to make use of the draft a third time. This was 

21 Terrell's Reports; Vol. I, Document 40, p. 245. 
'■' Terrell's Reports ; Vol. I, Document 33, p. 215. 
23 Terrell's Reports; Vol. I, Document S3, p. 215. 
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done during the month of March 1865. The total number of men 
drawn at this time was seven thousand one hundred ninety. Two 
thousand four hundred twenty-four of this number were retained. 
One thousand three hundred fifty-one were sent as drafted men; 
seven hundred thirty-one sent substitutes, and three hundred forty- 
two paid commutation. The remainder were exempted partly be- 
cause the end of the war was so near, and partly because of dis- 
ability and other reasons. 24 

Glancing over the entire situation we find that the total num- 
ben of men drawn under these three drafts was forty-four thousand 
one hundred sixty-one. Twenty thousand four hundred twenty-two 
came under the exemption clauses and consequently remained at 
home. Six thousand six hundred fifty-eight failed to report at the 
rendezvous and were afterwards classed as deserters ; Ave thousand 
one hundred ninety-seven sent substitutes; ninety-seven deserted 
at the time of the draft, and out of the entire number ten thousand 
eight hundred twenty-two were sent to the front as drafted men. 
Out of this large number of persons drawn only nine hundred 
sixty-five made use of the commutation clause during the entire war. 
This was the smallest number who sought to avoid their obligation 
to the government by this method of any State in the Union, 
save one. 

It may be of interest to know something of the relative number 
of Indiana's troops which were drafted as compared with the num- 
ber of volunteers. In all Indiana furnished two hundred eight 
thousand three hundred forty-eight men. 25 This gives us then a 
total of about eight and one-half per cent of all of Indiana's troops 
being sent as drafted men. Moreover during the war there was a 
total of ten thousand eight hundred forty-six deserters from the 
Indiana ranks. 26 Of this number only two thousand four hundred 
forty-nine were from the ranks of the drafted men. On close in- 
spection it will be seen that but a little more than five per cent of 
all of Indiana's volunteers deserted, while about thirteen and one- 
half per cent of the drafted men deserted. On the other hand slightly 
more than seventy -nine per cent of Indiana's deserters came from 
the ranks of the volunteers and only about twenty-one per cent 
came from the drafted men. This seems to be exactly opposite in 

24 Terrell' 8 Reports; Vol. I, Document 36, p. 238. 
21 Terrell's Reports ; Vol. I, Document 1, p. 5. 
26 Terrell's Reports; Vol. I, Document 1, p. 5. 
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nature, but owing to the much greater number of volunteers in the 
army, naturally more deserters would come from that source. 

Perhaps the most serious resistance was encountered during the 
process of the draft of 1862. This took place in Blackford county. 27 
In that county a few lawless men destroyed the draft box and by 
threats and violence prevented the officers from proceeding with 
the draft on the day appointed. It was, however, contiued on the 
third day after. 2S There were also threats and other misdemeanors 
in Fountain county. 

During 1863 there was considerable opposition to the enroll- 
ment. In some sections of the country where the Knights of the 
Golden Circle (Sons of Liberty, etc.,) Butternuts and Copperheads 
were numerous considerable opposition was experienced. Out- 
rages were committed in many parts of the State with impunity. 
Deserters banded together with other disloyal citizens and plun- 
dered and stole whenever and wherever the opportunity presented 
itself. In a few counties the enrolling officers were actually shot 
and killed. These instances, however, were rare. But for the most 
part the opposition was in the nature of threats and little violence 
was committed. In some places bands of disloyal men rode about 
the country capturing or stealing the enrolling books and threat- 
ening the lives of the enrolling officers. Following is a copy of a 
letter received by Mr. Craig, enrolling officer in Monroe township, 
Putnam county: 

We the undersigned will give you our advice for your own good and 
if you don't lay aside the enrolling, your life will be taken tomorrow night, 
and you had better take our advice as friends; we don't expect to interrupt 
you; but we have heard men with vengeance against you say that you had 
better stay at home, and you had better take our advice and stay at home. 

Prom YOUR PRIEND.29 

He, however, was not intimidated by the threat and continued 
the enrolling on the next day. This is judged to be a fair example 
of the most of the disturbances which occured all over the State 
and especially in the southern portion where the Knights of the 
Golden Circle seemed strongest. 

27 Terrell's Reports; Vol. I, p. 282. 

28 Terrell's Reports; Vol. 1, p. 44. 

39 Greencastle Banner, June 18, 1863. 
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Later in 1864 there was quite an uprising in Orange and Craw- 
ford counties. A band of five hundred men assembled to resist the 
draft. They armed themselves and took horses, arms and mone.r 
from the citizens and home guards ."In parts of these counties dis 
loyal people assembled by the hundreds, defied the laws, fired 
upon and killed some enrolling officers, wounded law-abiding citi 
zens, and robbed them of their property with the avowed determina 
tion of aiding the rebellion." 30 This, however, did not prove to be 
quite as serious as at first reported- 
Taken as a whole the matter of Indiana's conduct during the 
war in reference to the draft can hardly be praised too highly. Prom 
the above article it can be seen that she filled nearly all of her calls 
promptly and cheerfully. One very noticeable feature is that there 
were no deficiencies left over to be filled by subsequent calls. In 
nearly all cases up to near the end of the war her excess of troops 
had amounted to from two thousand to thirty thousand men. 31 This 
fact alone clearly pictures the splendid patriotism and public spirit 
of Indiana's citizens, the vigor and energy of her authorities, and 
the promptness with which each demand upon the State was met 
Many times the quotas were deemed unjust, yet there was no lag 
ging, no hesitancy and scarcely any trouble. The State was always 
ready to send her share of men and it is a gratification to be able to 
say that she relied solely upon her own citizens to fill her obligations 
to the national government. The following tribute was merited : 

Often when it seemed that the government, by hesitation, inaction, anc 
delay, was on the point of sacrificing, or allowing to be sacrificed, the objects 
of the war by permitting great advantages to be seized by the rebels, th<? 
Governor took grave and weighty responsibilities upon himself, determined 
that no fault of his, or of his State should add to the chance of disaster 
and defeat. Believing in the correctness of his own views with regard to tht> 
perils of the situaton, despite the hampering and objections that continually 
trammeled him, he often raised troops in advance of any call, and on many 
occasions made offers, when none were demanded, and though his efforts 
and his offers were sometimes severely criticized, in no single instance did 
he take a backward step. The troops were always needed and were always 
acceptable, but the foresight that provided them, and the pressure that 
attempted to secure heir acceptance, did not always receive the apprecia- 
tion they deserved until the contingencies or misfortunes they were intended 
to anticipate, or prevent, had actually transpired. 32 

30 Terrell's Reports; Vol. I, p. 287. 

31 Terrell's Reports; Vol. I, p. 49. 
35 Terrell's Reports: Vol. I, p. 19. 
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Yet bearing in mind all of the harsh words and the unkind 
criticisms of thoughtless and unfeeling people, Governor Morton was 
to be congratulated on his heroic efforts and patriotic motives which 
caused him to be one of the foremost officials in the service of the 
North during this trying period. 



Appendix — Table Showing the Results of the Drafts in Indiana 





Draft of 
October 
6, 1862t 


Draft of 
Septem- 
ber and 
October, 
1864 


Draft of 

March, 

1865 


Total 




173,178 


* 


158,348 










21,250 


35,732 


22,582 


79 564 








18,248 


23,258 


20,058 


51,564 






Number due from the State by the draft- 


3,003 


12,474 


2,424 


17,901 




3,003 


33,968 


7,190 


44,161 








396 


16,107 


3,919 


20,422 








424 


5,387 


847 


6,658 








2,183 


7,288 


1,351 


10,822 






4,466 


731 


5,197 












623 


342 


965 






Number who deserted at time of the draft 




97 




97 








Number who deserted after joining ranks 


373 


1,858 


218 


2,449 



* Not completely revised. 

t Provided for deficit only, to be drawn. 



